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ACTION FOR

1.2 million children 
immunized against 
polio in Papua and 
West Papua through 
a UNICEF-supported 
government campaign. 

By creating a comic 
character who keeps 
young people safe 
from violence in 
and around schools, 
Indonesia’s 17-year-old 
Rizka wins a global 
worldwide comic 
contest.

At the United Nations’ 
High-Level Political 
Forum in New York, 
the Government of 
Indonesia and UNICEF 
lead a dialogue about 
accelerating progress 
towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

One year on from the 
earthquake and tsunami 
that struck the island of 
Sulawesi, over one million 
children and their family 
have received critical 
humanitarian aid.

UNICEF supports the launch 
of an online dashboard that 
brings to life Indonesia’s 
progress towards the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals by collating data from 
various ministries. 

Actor and activist 
Nicholas Saputra 
is named UNICEF 
Indonesia’s National 
Ambassador. 

JANUARY SEPTEMBER DECEMBERJULY

The National 
Zakat Agency and 
UNICEF enter a 
partnership to 
mobilize Zakat 
funding to help 
disaster-affected 
children in 
Indonesia.

UNICEF National Ambassador 
Ferry Salim participates in 
UNICEF’s Thank-A-Thon to 
recognize the support of 
UNICEF’s donors. 

The amendment of 
the Marriage Act 
(1974), which raises 
the age that girls can 
marry from 16 to 19, is 
welcomed by UNICEF.

At an event in 
Surakarta to mark 
World Children’s Day, 
young people call for 
greater representation 
at all levels of policy 
and decision-making 
in Indonesia.

JUNE OCTOBER

UNICEF 
Indonesia 
launches 
its new 
website. NOVEMBER

CHILDREN
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Inequalities that prevent many 
children from fulfilling their rights 
are starkly highlighted by regional 
differences across Indonesia’s 34 
provinces. For instance, 35 per 
cent of children live below the 
national poverty line in Papua, 
compared to six per cent in the 
city of Jakarta. And stunting – a 
child’s impaired growth and 
development mainly caused by 
inadequate nutrition – is as high 
as 42 per cent in some rural areas 
of the country.

Just as regional differences 
highlight inequalities, half the 
country’s children still experience 
deprivations that impact their 
development and well-being, 
despite not living in households 
considered ‘poor’ by traditional 
monetary measures. These non-
financial deprivations – which 
include the lack of access to 
adequate food and nutrition, 
health, water and sanitation, 
education and child protection – 
are of major consequence, since 
deficits in these critical areas 
affect not only the current well-
being of children, but their future 
opportunities.

NOW 
IS THE TIME
Indonesia continues to chart a course of progress for children: 
over the past decade, the country’s infant mortality rate has 
halved, primary school completion rates are on the rise, the 
proportion of people without access to a safe water source has 
been cut by more than half, and new legislation has curtailed the 
practice of child marriage.

Young people celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in Surakarta, Central 
Java on 20 November 2019.

A
t the same time, 
strong economic 
growth has led 
to a reduction in 
income poverty, 

but as the country continues its 
ascent towards upper-middle 
income status, inequality has 
been growing since the 1990s: 
Indonesia’s Gini co-efficient, at 
0.32 in 1994, had climbed to 0.39 
by March 2019.

Aditya plays with his friends in 
the yard of TK Negeri Pembina 
Marawola Kindergarten in Sigi, 
Central Sulawesi.

AIR POLLUTION 
IN IND ONESIA 
IS THE THIRD 
LEADING 
RISK FACTOR 
FOR DEATH 
IN CHILDREN 
UNDER FIVE 
YEARS.
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RAPID URBANIZATION
Motivated by the prospects of 
better opportunities, migration 
from Indonesia’s rural to urban 
areas continues at a rapid pace. 
Two-thirds of the population is 
expected to live in urban settings 
over the next two decades.
Although living in urban areas may 
give children increased access to 
social services, an unprecedented 
influx of people into cities also 
increases stress on infrastructure. 
Sanitation is of particular concern, 
given the link between unsafe 
sanitation facilities and the risk of 
faecal contamination of ground 
water. As it is, a major outcome of 
poor sanitation – diarrhoea – is a 
leading cause of death for children 
under five – in both rural and 
urban areas.

Rapid urbanization and its 
attendant risks can place children 
in harm’s way, since they are 
particularly vulnerable to hazards 
within their environment – 
including the very air that they 
breathe. 

Air pollution in Indonesia is the 
third leading risk factor for death 
in children under five years. The 
effects of this are especially 
significant for children because 
their lungs are not fully developed. 
It contributes to lower birth 
weights, stunted growth and 
respiratory diseases – and it 
adversely affects children’s day-
to-day lives, such as their ability 
to attend school or even enjoy the 
right to play outdoors.

NATURAL DISASTERS: AN 
EVER-PRESENT THREAT
Although Indonesia’s location 
on one of Asia’s main trade 
routes positions the country 

Children have shown that when they are involved, 
they can make a difference in the world around them; 
they have ideas, experience and insights that can 
make a positive contribution to their society.

for further growth, this prime 
location also sits within the Ring 
of Fire – a seismically active belt 
of volcanoes and earthquake 
epicentres. Natural disasters are 
thus an unavoidable, ever-present 
threat. 

This risk makes it vital to target 
vulnerable, poor families in efforts 
to build resilience to extreme 
events – especially in remote 
areas that are difficult to access 
even under normal circumstances. 
Since children have fewer 
coping mechanisms and thus 
less resilience, strengthening 
local capacity in risk reduction, 
social protection and emergency 
preparedness is key.

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND: 
NOW IS THE TIME 
Addressing childhood deprivations 
through improved and increased 
access to basic services is key 
to accelerating the country’s 
progress for children. Immediate 
and concrete investments 
in pro-child policies, such as 

unconditional child grants, 
will help Indonesia to fulfil the 
potential of its demographic 
dividend: the period when a 
country’s population age structure 
is the most favourable for 
accelerated economic growth.

With about 35 per cent of people 
currently under 19 years of age – 
and 23.5 per cent projected to be 
under 15 by 2030 – the country 
now has a rare opportunity 
to create the right conditions 
to capitalize on the future 
productive potential of its youthful 
population.

Across a wide range of issues 
impacting the lives of the 
country’s children and youth, 
Indonesia’s record has been 
one of sustained effort. The 
main challenge, as it is in 
many countries, is to match 
commitments with concrete 
actions – now – in order to close 
gaps and forge a strong path 
forward for ALL children.

THE COUNTRY 
NOW HAS A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
CREATE THE RIGHT 
CONDITIONS TO 
CAPITALIZE ON THE 
FUTURE PRODUCTIVE 
POTENTIAL OF 
ITS YOUTHFUL 
POPULATION.

Children play near a temporary 
shelter in Sigi, Central Sulawesi, 
which was struck by a deadly 
earthquake and tsunami in 2018.

9
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CRC@30: Children call to be heard

O
n 20 November 
2019, the world 
marked the 30th 
anniversary of the 
United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC@30), the most widely 
ratified human rights treaty in 
history – and Indonesia’s children 
were an integral part of this 
special occasion. 

The CRC@30 advocacy agenda 
in Indonesia focused on child 
participation – the right of all 
children to make their voices 
heard on issues that affect 
them – and that’s exactly what 
they did: they called for greater 
representation at all levels of 
decision-making.

At a celebratory event held in 
Surakarta, a 12-point statement 
– crafted at a child summit held 
a few weeks 
earlier – was also 
read in front of a 
large audience, 
including the 
Minister of 
Women and 
Children. Dozens 
of young people 
were streamed 
live from various 
parts of the 
country to 
take part in the 
declaration. 

UNICEF had surveyed more than 
2 000 young people through its 
polling platform, UReport, to ask 
their opinions on some of the 
most pressing issues affecting 
them. Their responses included 
the wish for every child to have 
a legal identity and protection 
for children with disabilities and 
victims of violence. They also 
called for an end to child marriage 
and for all children to enjoy safe 
and clean water. 

Since Indonesia ratified the 
Convention in 1990, children’s 
rights have progressed. The 
Juvenile Justice Law and 
the Child Protection Law, for 
instance, have created a child 
protection framework, while the 
Child Protection Commission 
and the National Human Rights 
Commission have helped translate 
legal commitments into action. 

At a celebratory 
event held 
in Surakarta, 
children called 
for greater 
representation 
at all levels of 
decision-making.

Young people discussed their 
rights with high-level officials 
including the Minister of Women's 
Empowerment and Child Protection, 
the Governor of Central Java, the 
Mayor of Surakarta and the UNICEF 
Representative.

Access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
ensures good health, 
nutrition, dignity and 
development outcomes 
for children.
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EVERY CHANCE 
TO SURVIVE 
AND THRIVE
For babies, children and their mothers, the difference between a strong 
and weak health system can amount to the difference between life and 
death. This is why strengthening health systems is pivotal to UNICEF’s 
support to the government: it leads to sustainable change.

N
ewborns comprise 
over half of infant 
deaths in Indonesia 
– a tragic fact since 
trained providers 

oversee 90 per cent of births, 
most of which occur in health 
facilities. These high mortality 
rates point to deficits in standards 
of care at health centres, which 

Malatul plays with 
her family under 
a mosquito net in 
Lombok, West Nusa 
Tenggara.

To help inform the government’s 
2020-2024 Medium-Term 
Development Plan and Health 
Strategic Plan, UNICEF 
undertook a major health 
sector review. The result is a 
robust situation analysis, as 
well as comprehensive policy 
recommendations, that cover 
10 thematic areas of the health 
sector’s performance and 
address current national priority 
programmes, such as national 
health insurance, health minimum 
service standards, and universal 
health coverage. 

CAPACITY-BUILDING TO 
BENEFIT CHILDREN
Instilling quality in public service 
delivery is impossible without 
the capacity development of 
health workers. Even the most 
under-resourced clinic in the most 
remote community – if attended 
by skilled staff – is of more benefit 
than a brand-new facility manned 
by ill-equipped attendants. The 
need for increased knowledge and 
capability saw UNICEF facilitating 
training for frontline health 
workers in 413 community health 
clinics (Puskesmas) in 2019, the 
positive effects of which will be 
experienced by countless children 
and their mothers now and in 
years to come. 

An outbreak of polio in the 
provinces of Papua and Papua 
Barat in 2019 led to UNICEF 
providing financial and technical 
resources to help the Ministry 
of Health vaccinate nearly 1.2 
million children. While critical 
interventions like these occur at 
community level, UNICEF also 
leveraged its convening power 
in high-level policy advocacy at 
multiple ministries in the interests 
of increased immunization 
and investment. Indonesia has 
the fourth highest number of 
unimmunized children in the world 
– and UNICEF continues to do 
whatever it takes to help change 
that.

The target of malaria elimination 
also remained high on UNICEF’s 
agenda in 2019 – with major wins 
in provinces like Aceh, where no 

local malaria transmission was 
reported. This led to province-
wide malaria elimination – a first 
in Sumatra island. The persistent 
war against malaria is gradually 
being won in all UNICEF-assisted 
provinces except Papua, where 
efforts were intensified and 600 
village malaria workers were 
trained – the first in a planned 
total cohort of 2 000 staff.

GROWING UP STRONG AND 
HEALTHY
Just as unimmunized children 
carry a burden of illness that 
vaccines prevent, the lack of 
adequate nutrition in childhood 
can result in a cruel life sentence 
of stunted growth, diminished 
cognitive and mental ability, 
susceptibility to disease, low 
economic productivity and 
poor reproductive outcomes. 

Health Specialist Ermi Ndoen 
speaks with children during the 
polio immunization campaign in 
Papua. In 2019, UNICEF supported 
the Government of Indonesia to 
provide polio vaccines for more 
than 1.2 million children in Papua 
and West Papua provinces.

prompted UNICEF to support 
the introduction of a model 
of quality improvement in 19 
health facilities in nine provinces 
by 2019. In addition, national 
guidelines on facility births and 
antenatal and intra-partum care 
were finalized last year, which has 
helped foster better collaboration 
across programmes. These multi-
pronged measures have one 
aim: to shatter the status quo 
of stubbornly high maternal and 
neonatal deaths.

In 2019, UNICEF also attended to 
improvements in HIV prevention 
efforts by co-developing 
guidelines to monitor HIV-exposed 
babies at health facilities and, 
by sharing technical expertise 
in nine provinces, also scaled 
up action to prevent mother-to-
child transmission of HIV. HIV 
prevention efforts among young 
people were also boosted through 
comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health education and 
by developing the capacity of the 
national HIV Young Key Population 
Network. 
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UNICEF remains relentless 
in its resolve to prevent this; 
and in partnership with local 
authorities, continues to deliver 
interventions aimed at preventing 
all forms of malnutrition including 
stunting, wasting, micronutrient 
deficiencies and obesity.

In 2019, UNICEF continued to 
support Indonesia’s stunting 
reduction movement by improving 
the coverage and quality of proven 
maternal and child nutrition 
interventions. UNICEF’s policy 
advice resulted in the national 
scale up of the integrated 

management of acute malnutrition 
services across all districts with 
high rates of stunting. Additionally, 
infant and young child feeding 
counselling training modules 
were adopted and accredited by 
the Ministry of Health to support 
the in-service training of health 
staff across 260 stunting priority 
districts.

Adolescent and maternal 
nutrition also came under the 
spotlight, as did the challenges 
of overweight and obesity, both 
of which compromise child and 
adolescent health. To improve the 

Hope and 
health, despite 
the distress of 
diagnosis

At home, Mawar holds 
her 4-month old baby, who 
tested negative for HIV.

“
I got married when I was 13; he was 
38. I had to do it because my dad got 
into debt, and my first husband was 
the one who could help us,” says Ibu 
Mawar*, a young HIV-positive mother.

Since 2009, every pregnant mother who 
receives antenatal care from Indonesia’s Health 
Services is tested for HIV. If positive, they 
receive free anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment – 
and Mawar has benefitted from this practice – a 
practice which has also saved her baby’s life.

The ARV treatment she’s adhered to since 
learning about her status has resulted in her 
baby testing negative for HIV, although he will 
need be tested again, at six months and at 18 
months of age. Early infant diagnosis of HIV 
allows health care providers to offer optimal 

care and treatment to HIV-infected children 
and also helps with decision-making regarding 
infant feeding.

“I was surprised when they told me I have HIV. 
But I didn’t really doubt or deny the result. I 
asked for a divorce from my first husband due 
to his lifestyle,” Mawar explained.

CHANCE FOR A FUTURE
As the stigma surrounding HIV is still a 
challenge, it deters people from getting tested 
– and from getting treatment once they find 
out about their status. It’s the same with HIV-
positive pregnant women. 

“They’re ashamed of it,” says Sulce Siwabessy, 
Head of Division for Community Health in 
Sorong City. 

But this hasn’t stopped Mawar. Ever since she 
discovered her status, she has diligently taken 
her ARV medication and visited the Health 
Centre every month for her check-up. She 
goes home with a new month-long supply of 
medicine every time.

She’s also joined a support group, to share 
experiences with other people living with HIV. 

When asked what her hopes and dreams are, 
the young mother shared: “I just want to have 
my own house, and my kids to be healthy.”

Healthy children are what every mother wants; 
and thanks to her free treatment – as well as 
her commitment to her own health – Mawar 
will have the chance to ensure her children’s 
well-being throughout the years ahead.

* Not her real name

UNICEF has helped to scale up measures 
to prevent the transmission of HIV from 
mother to child and has also supported the 
implementation of guidelines to monitor HIV-
exposed infants at facilities. 

IND ONESIA HAS 
THE FOURTH 
HIGHEST NUMBER 
OF UNIMMUNIZED 
CHILDREN IN 
THE WORLD – 
AND UNICEF 
CONTINUES TO 
D O WHATEVER IT 
TAKES TO HELP 
CHANGE THAT.

A child washes his hands in the Paud 
Gersom Klamono Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) Centre in West 
Papua Province, Indonesia. The hand 
washing facilities were built by 
UNICEF as part of its support to ECD 
Centres in the province.
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eating habits and physical activity 
patterns of adolescents, behaviour 
change communication strategies 
and interventions reached 32 
000 adolescent girls and 26 000 
boys in selected schools in two 
districts.

The first comprehensive 
assessment of Indonesia’s 
nutrition trajectory was conducted 
during the year, documenting the 
magnitude, trends and risks of 
nutrition-related chronic diseases 
among children, adolescents 
and adults. The research 
was published in prestigious 
international scientific journals, 
and has strengthened the national 
evidence base on overweight and 
obesity.

DISEASE PREVENTION 
THROUGH SAFE SANITATION
While adequate food and nutrition 
is at the heart of surviving and 
thriving through childhood and 

beyond, safe drinking water 
and sanitation is foundational. 
Access to water, sanitation and 
hygiene ensures good health, 
nutrition, dignity and development 
outcomes for children.

Children under five years of age 
are especially vulnerable to poor 
water quality and inadequate 
sanitation and hygiene, which puts 
them at risk of diarrhoea, chronic 
gut infections, and compromised 
immunity and nutrient absorption 
when they ingest high faecal 
loads in their water, food and 
play spaces. Diarrhoea remains a 
leading cause of death of children 
in this age group.

Changing this grim reality 
necessitates the provision of safe 
water, the elimination of open 
defecation and the containment 
and treatment of faecal waste 
– in addition to the widespread 
promotion of hygiene practices. 

These are all key issues that 
UNICEF actively addresses in 
support of national authorities.

In 2019, UNICEF worked with the 
Ministry of Health on the second 
Sanitasi Total Berbasis Masyarakat 
Award – an event that rewards 
districts or cities that show the 
best innovation in achieving and 
sustaining open defecation-free 
status. Efforts like this make a 
difference: 47 districts/cities were 
verified as open defecation-free in 
2019 – a 100 per cent increase on 
the previous year. 

Chronic underinvestment in water 
and sanitation infrastructure has 
been a barrier to achieving safely 
managed water, hygiene and 
sanitation systems in Indonesia, 
which is why UNICEF supported 
two innovative financing studies 
that proposed new approaches 
to overcoming the challenges of 
existing financing models.

Currently, most investment in 
water, hygiene and sanitation in 
Indonesia is at the household 
level. Since decent sanitation is 
also critical in schools – which 
need safe, gender-appropriate 
facilities – UNICEF engaged 
in high-level advocacy efforts 
with the Ministry of Education 
and Culture. This resulted in the 
allocation of one trillion IDR of the 
Education Special Allocation Fund 
being directed at improvements 
to water, hygiene and sanitation 
facilities at schools.

During a Mother Support Group Counseling 
Session in Palu, Central Sulawesi, mothers learn 
to measure the nutrition status of their children.

Aiming for 
a fresh start to 
the school day

In partnership with the government, UNICEF 
delivers programmes to help adolescents 
improve their eating habits and increase 
their physical activity, all in the interests of 
promoting health and preventing obesity. 

“
Sometimes I eat breakfast, but 
sometimes I wake up too late, then I 
eat at school,” says 17-year-old Radit, a 
student at SMA N Klaten 1 high school. 

Missing breakfast is common, since 
students have to report for literacy classes at 
6.45am. In fact, a qualitative study conducted 
by UNICEF in 2017 found that around half of 
Indonesian teenagers skip breakfast at home.

Radit is one of many teenagers whose first 
meal of the day is determined by what’s 
available in the school canteen; and since 
canteen food isn’t regulated, children have their 
pick of whatever the school sees fit to offer – 
regardless of whether it’s fried, fatty, sticky, 
sweet, sugary, salty, healthy or unhealthy. 

Radit’s school has several canteens – including 
one that offers freshly squeezed fruit juice and 
another that sells vegetable dishes. But the 
most popular choice is found in the school’s 
other canteens: those that stock fried snacks, 
fried rice and cheap, sugary drinks.

FRESH OR FRIED?
“If I’m at home, I eat rice with vegetables and 
egg. If I’m at school, fried rice,” admits Radit – 
whose choice of breakfast is far from unusual. 

According to the national health survey 
(Riskesdas 2007 and 2010) more than half of 
Indonesia’s adolescents are not consuming 
adequate energy sources. In other words, 
their nutritional choices are poor. Coupled with 
an increasingly sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy 
eating habits are contributing to the increasing 
rate of obesity among all age groups in 
Indonesia.

While the focus in Indonesia has traditionally 
been on reducing undernutrition and stunting, 
children, adults and adolescents are now just 
as likely to be overweight as they are to be 
thin, which constitutes a double burden of 
malnutrition.

For many adolescents, a sports class at school 
is the only physical activity they experience 
all week, which is why schoolteacher, Ratna 
Ainung believes that students should exercise 
more each day by riding bicycles to school. 
Even though most pupils live within a five-
kilometre radius, only a quarter cycle there 
each day. 

In terms of exercise, Radit is an exception. He’s 
active, playing football with his friends in his 
spare time – and he jogs every weekend, too.

Although Radit says that he prefers eating 
vegetables to fried foods after playing sports, 
actions speak louder than words: the corner 
vendor is closer, so he often eats a breakfast of 
fried rice there.

Radit is an active 17-year-old, 
who plays football with his 
friends in his spare time.
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Rebuilding homes, 
hope – and health

Safe water, hygiene practices and sanitation 
are critically important at any time, but when 
disrupted by disasters like earthquakes, UNICEF 
steps in to help minimise the risks to child and 
adolescent well-being. 

Girls learn about 
menstrual hygiene 
in their classroom 
to encourage them 
to stay in school 
and feel good 
about their bodies 
and themselves.

Facilitator Stefani Rahardini conducts 
focus group discussions with female 
teachers to hear about their knowledge of 
menstruation as well as how often they 
spoke about their female students fears 
in managing their cycle.

A
dolescence can be a trying time 
under normal circumstances, but 
when your hometown is hit by a 
7.4 magnitude earthquake, causing 
major disruption and destruction, 

the word ‘trying’ is an understatement.

This is what turned young Kadek Widhiari’s life 
upside down, forcing the young girl and her 
family to flee to a temporary shelter, which 
happened just as she was starting her period.

“I wasn’t able to go to a nearby shop to buy my 
usual disposable sanitary napkin. None of the 
shops were open after the earthquake,” said 
Kadek.

As an emergency measure, she tore up her 
baby sister’s diaper and used that instead. 

DISRUPTED ROUTINES AND LIVES
The 14-year-old’s story is one of many that 
was heard in a group discussion, facilitated 
by UNICEF, on menstrual hygiene. One girl 
confided how she had agonised whether to use 
precious drinking water to wash the blood from 
her soiled napkins before discarding them. 

Cleaning napkins before wrapping them up 
and disposing of them is normal practice 
in Indonesia – but after the earthquake, tap 
water had dried up. Discussing menstrual 
hygiene with students is not commonplace in 
Indonesia’s schools. Although some schools 
sell disposable pads in their shops, few have 
proper closed bins to dispose of them. 

These group discussions are part of UNICEF’s 
ongoing rehabilitation efforts in Lombok, which 
supports sanitation facilities in communities 
and hygiene education in earthquake-affected 
schools. The community is also encouraged 
to support every girl’s need to stay in school, 
despite the disruption caused by the disasters.

In emergency contexts, UNICEF also works 
with partners to distribute hygiene and dignity 
kits to affected families including soap, toilets, 
towels, a bucket and underwear. 

UNICEF’s programme coordinator 
Vivi Soviani plays with children 
in a camp for people displaced 
by the tsunami in Banda Aceh, 
Aceh Province. UNICEF worked 
with local organizations to help 
children recover from trauma 
they experienced during the 
disaster. The children attended 
public school in the mornings 
and gathered every afternoon 
to play, sing, draw and dance at 
the camp's UNICEF-supported 
Children's Centre.



The target of malaria elimination 
remains high on UNICEF’s agenda 
– with major wins in provinces 
like Aceh, where no local malaria 
transmission was reported in 
2019. This led to province-wide 
malaria elimination – a first in 
Sumatra island.
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LEARNING 
AND LEANING 
FORWARD 
Access to education is the right of every child, and Indonesia is striving 
to live up to its commitments to learning, as evidenced by increased 
school completion rates and the achievement of substantial gender 
parity in education.  

T
he government has also 
sought to improve the 
availability and quality of 
early childhood learning, 
and UNICEF has been 

a key partner in developing early 
learning services that enhance 
teaching capacity, provide a safe 
learning environment and engage 
parents. 

Despite this positive outlook, 
persisting challenges relate to 
the quality of education, along 
with stark socio-economic 

and geographic disparities. For 
instance, adolescents from the 
poorest households are five times 
more likely to be out of school 
than those from the wealthiest 
households; while geographically, 
the out-of-school rate is one per 
cent in Riau Province, but climbs 
to 22 per cent in the poorer region 
of Papua. 

EXCELLENCE IN EARLY GRADE 
LITERACY
In 2019, UNICEF continued to 
support the implementation of 

Students at SDN 39 
Tamalalang - Pangkajene 
Kepulauan get ready to 
start a morning game 
with their teacher.

Felina reads to her 
daughter Yuli in an Early 
Childhood Development 
Centre in Sorong, West 
Papua Province. UNICEF 
supported a public 
awareness campaign and 
local events to mobilise 
parents like Felina to send 
their children to preschool.

OVER ONE 
THIRD OF 
AD OLESCENTS 
WITH 
DISABILITIES 
ARE OUT 
OF SCHO OL 
AT JUNIOR 
SECONDARY 
LEVEL , 
WHILE 62 PER 
CENT ARE 
EXCLUDED 
AT SENIOR 
SECONDARY 
LEVEL .
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an early grade literacy model in 
the rural and remote areas of 
Papua, which is yielding promising 
results: non-readers in targeted 
schools reduced from 62 to 26 per 
cent, while the number of children 
able to read increased from six to 
18 per cent. By December 2019, 
the programme had resulted in 
improved learning for 20 698 
students and enhanced skills for 1 
169 educators. 

Duplicating positive results 
such as the early grade literacy 
programme to other parts of 
the country is imperative given 
that less than half of 15-year-old 
students in Indonesia achieve 
a minimum proficiency level in 
reading and less than a third 
of them do so in mathematics, 
according to the latest results 
from the OECD’s Programme for 
International Student Assessment, 
known as PISA, which measures 
15-year-olds’ performance in 
reading, mathematics and 
science.

SKILLED FOR THE FUTURE
Quality deficits in education and a 
lack of foundational preparedness 
places Indonesia’s adolescents 
at a disadvantage, which was 
highlighted in UNICEF’s 2019 
qualitative study, Skills for the 
Future. This research, which 
included the participation of 
parents, teachers, government, 
private sector entities and 
adolescents themselves, 
highlighted a skills mismatch for 
problem solving, communication 
and critical thinking skills. 

The UNICEF-supported study 
also provided new insights on 
what young people want to 

learn in order to face the future 
confidently, which will inform 
a national strategy on skills 
development. 

OUT OF SCHOOL, NOT HOPE
While education is in the spotlight, 
4.4 million of Indonesia’s children 
and adolescents are not in school, 
including children with disabilities. 
Over one third of adolescents 
with disabilities are out of school 
at junior secondary level, while 62 
per cent are excluded at senior 
secondary level. 

Indonesia is committed to 
reducing this high number; and 
with UNICEF’s support, the 
National Out-of-School Children 
Strategy was completed and 
piloted in two districts with high 
out-of-school populations. So far, 
17 000 out-of-school children and 

adolescents have gained learning 
opportunities through formal and 
non-formal education.

SAFE SCHOOLS IN DISASTERS
During 2019, UNICEF continued to 
provide education in emergency 
support to earthquake-affected 
Sulawesi and Lombok, and to 
date, 65 929 children and 2 262 
teachers have received education-
related support through UNICEF 
and its partners.

More recently, UNICEF’s support 
has slowly shifted from response 
and recovery to preparedness. 
A major thrust of this is the 
expansion of the Comprehensive 
Safe School programme, which 
focuses on strengthening local 
government preparedness for 
disaster risk reduction at schools. 

To facilitate the implementation 
of these national regulations 
at provincial level, UNICEF 
and the National Safe School 
Secretariat have been working in 
seven provinces to support the 
establishment of provincial Safe 
School Secretariats.  

Children take part in 
singing lessons in a 
UNICEF tent in her 
schoolyard at the 
TK Negeri Pembina 
Marawola in Sigi, 
Central Sulawesi.

Schools focus 
on the ability 
in dis-ability
After being trained on inclusive education 
by a UNICEF partner, primary schools in 
Bone took steps to ensure that children 
with disabilities can also attend school and 
participate in sports

I
t’s 8am and the Grade 3 students at the 
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Nurul Ulum primary 
school are ready to play kasti ball – a sport 
similar to baseball. As they file out their 
classroom, teacher Pak Anzar follows, 

carefully carrying nine-year-old Aulia in his arms. 

Aulia, who is paralyzed from the waist down, 
is gently placed in a chair at the front, and 
watches her classmates start their warm-up 
stretches.

Then, as the students split into two and 
prepare to start the game, Anzar sets up a 
custom-made device in front of Aulia. It’s 
made of a tube that rests diagonally atop two 
wooden stands. As Anzar hands Aulia the ball, 
children in other grades peer out the windows 
of their classrooms to watch. 

Aulia drops the ball down the tube and watches 
closely as it steadily travels down and pops out 
the other side, hitting another ball placed in the 
middle. A collective cheer and clapping erupt 
from the students, who are clearly delighted at 
Aulia’s effort.

Aulia is one of the children with disability who 
is benefitting from the training that Anzar 
and other educators received on inclusive 
education. Inspired by the training, he built the 
kasti ball device and adjusted the rules of the 
game so that Aulia could also participate.

When it’s time to return to class, the teachers 
help Aulia to move around the school. They also 
ensure that her desk is near the door of the 
classroom.

EDUCATION MAKES DREAMS COME TRUE
While the school has only recently taken steps 
to become more inclusive, it now supports 
10 students with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. The teachers received two separate 
trainings on inclusive education, which school 
principal Ibu Narwah says has helped them to 
better involve all children.

Narwah has also noticed the progress made 
by her new students – including Aulia, who 
claimed second place in a Quran reciting 
competition.

Like most children, Aulia’s idea of what she 
wants to be when she grows up changes often. 
Today her reply is decisive: “I want to be a 
doctor!” she exclaims.

Pak Akmal, the district schools’ supervisor, has 
delivered the inclusive education training to 
teachers in Aulia’s and 22 other primary schools 
in Bone. The work to ensure that the schools in 
his district are inclusive is especially personal 
for Akmal. 

“My seven-year-old nephew has a speech 
disability. He is happy when he goes to school,” 
he explains. “All children have dreams that can 
be realized through education.”

Pak Aznar sets up a device in front 
of Aulia made of a tube that rests 
diagonally atop two wooden stands.



WHILE FOREST AND 
PEATLAND FIRES ARE 
COMMON IN IND ONESIA 
DURING THE DRY SEASON, 
THE SITUATION WAS MADE 
WORSE IN 2019 BECAUSE 
OF A COMBINATION OF 
FACTORS,  INCLUDING 
EXTENDED DROUGHTS 
AND GLOBAL WARMING.

SMALL CHILDREN ARE 
ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE 
TO AIR POLLUTION 
BECAUSE THEY BREATHE 
MORE RAPIDLY,  AND 
THEIR PHYSICAL DEFENSES 
AND IMMUNITIES ARE NOT 
FULLY DEVELOPED.
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PROTECTING 
CHILDREN, 
SAFEGUARDING 
THE FUTURE
Whether through policy and legal reform, awareness campaigns or 
behaviour change interventions, child protection systems must both 
prevent and respond to problems of neglect and abuse.

D
espite Indonesia’s 
considerable efforts 
to increase child 
protection measures, 
violence against 

children remains pervasive.  
Survey data released by the 
government confirms that more 
than 60 per cent of children in the 
country have experienced some 
form of violence. 

This reality is a stark reminder 
that achieving systemic change, 
through UNICEF’s evidence 
generation, support to law 
reform and policy development, 
are vital in ensuring that change 
for children will materialize 
meaningfully and permanently. 

In 2019, this approach has 
contributed to the amendment 
of the Marriage Act in Indonesia, 
which increases the legal age of 
marriage to 19 for girls. Although 
a positive step, the government’s 
commitment to further reforms is 
welcome, with UNICEF helping 
to draft a national strategy to end 
child marriage.

A UNICEF child protection specialist 
gives birth certificates to parents in 
Donggala, Central Sulawesi. UNICEF, 
in collaboration with the government, 
helped create birth certificates for 
residents affected by the Tsunami and 
earthquakes in Palu, Donggala and Sigi.

Another positive step is the start 
of a constructive partnership 
with two faith-based Islamic 
organisations, comprising over 
32 million members, in order to 
develop religious policies about 
child marriage and establish 
women’s prayer groups to 
encourage mothers to talk to 
their children about reproductive 
health, healthy relationships and 
marriage.

SOCIAL WORKERS KEY TO 
MONITORING CHILD WELL-
BEING
Legislative reform in the interests 
of Indonesia’s children also saw 
the promulgation of the Social 
Worker Law – the first legal 
framework to promote and protect 
the field of social work. UNICEF 
provided technical support to 
the drafting team and continues 
to help prepare implementing 
regulations. This framework will 
go a long way towards solving the 
problem of an inadequate number 
of qualified social workers in the 
country, who are a critical link 
in monitoring the well-being of 
children in institutions.

While this law represents key 
progress for child protection, so 
does the scale up of Indonesia’s 
integrated child welfare service. 
This now covers 161 districts/
cities, with UNICEF providing 
technical support to the 
Ministry of Social Affairs for the 
development of social workers to 
prevent and respond to violence 
against children. Children are four 
times more likely to receive a 
service in areas covered by child 
welfare services.

Hasanawati (left) and Our Hidayati, 16, 
with their grandmother outside their home 
in Takalar Regency, South Sulawesi.
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Social worker Chi Ramadhani stands with Rivaldi outside the family home in 
Central Sulawesi. Chi was the social worker who reunited Rivaldi with his family, 
after he was separated from his family for three days following the earthquake and 
tsunami that hit Central Sulawesi in September 2018.

As part of a collaboration between UNICEF and the Social Ministry of Palu, 
several social workers have been trained by UNICEF to enter data on Primero, an 
online platform that automatically matches unaccompanied children with physical 
descriptions and other data held in missing children reports. Social workers input 
the missing child’s name, gender, date of birth and address, as well as parental 
information, and a short chronology of how child and parent were separated.

BIRTH REGISTRATION EQUALS 
ACCESS TO SERVICES
As a key part of its work in 
child protection, UNICEF works 
with children and adolescents 
themselves, considering them as 
agents of change, and encourages 
open public debate on key issues 
that affect them, including matters 
such as birth registration.

As in most other countries, birth 
registration is key to ensuring 
access to public services. 
Although the government aimed 
to increase registration rates to 
85 per cent by the end of 2019, 
nearly 30 per cent of children 
aged under five and nearly 20 
per cent of adolescents under 18 
are not registered. This impedes 

these children’s chances of 
health care, social services – and 
schooling. 

Schools play a pivotal role in child 
protection, not only by educating 
children on their rights, but also 
through interventions that address 
bullying both on and off the school 
grounds. UNICEF scaled up its 
bullying prevention and positive 
discipline programmes into three 
provinces – Central Java, South 
Sulawesi and West Papua – to 
reach nearly 7 500 students in 17 
schools

Through its partnership with 
the Ministry of Women’s 
Empowerment, UNICEF also 
expanded the positive discipline 
component into 20 provinces 
through the training of 2 000 
teachers.  

In all its efforts, UNICEF continues 
to support the construction of 
a child protection system that 
not only responds to neglect, 
exploitation and abuse, but also 
works to prevent it.

Young heroes 
combat bullying 
in schools

I
n just one junior high school in Klaten, a 
survey revealed that 74 per cent of students 
were being bullied as much as five times 
a week – by being hit, pinched, mocked 
or cyberbullied. UNICEF’s anti-bullying 

programme, Roots, is helping to change this.

It’s a sunny morning at State Junior Secondary 
School 3; and while most of the students are 
packing up to go home for the holidays, a group 
of 16 children stay behind in a classroom to 
present their anti-bullying work to visitors from 
UNICEF. 

A confident 15-year-old, Devi Tulak Astuti, reads 
out a poem about bullying. Having experienced 
bullying herself, she wasn’t always this 
confident. 

“They made fun of me because I have dark 
skin and called me bad names like serundeng 
[dark brown fried beef],” she recalls. “This 
made me feel broken hearted. It hurt my 
feelings so bad. I didn’t tell anyone about it.”

Deri tried to bully the boys back. 

“I called the boys girls’ names ... but it just 
made them mad, and they called me more 
names, so it actually made things worse,” she 
explains.

When the Roots programme came to 
her school, Devi realized there could be a 
better way to handle the situation – and she 
volunteered immediately.

“I joined because I had experienced bullying 
myself,” she says. “I wanted to help change the 
school so that other students are not bullied.” 
Children like Devi are chosen by their peers to 
be ‘agents of change’.

The Roots programme, supported by UNICEF 
and the Klaten district government, helps 
children to find more positive ways to deal with 
bullying. Along with teachers and facilitators 
from UNICEF’s non-governmental partner, 
Lembaga Perlindungan Anak, they strive to 
change the school culture. Initially piloted in 
four schools, Roots expanded to another two.

The Roots anti-bullying 
programme, which is 
supported by UNICEF 
and Klaten district 
government, helps 
children like Deri find 
positive ways to deal 
with bullying. 

ROOT CAUSE
Roots facilitators go 
through a training 
designed by the 
government, with 
support from UNICEF. 
First, the children 
assess the situation 
in the school by using 
U-Report, a mobile 
social media-based tool 
that enables anonymous 
opinion polls.  

Next, the facilitators 
learn how to work 
with young people, 
and change negative 
behaviours. They help 
the students develop 
their own campaign 
based on the issues 
identified in their school. 
This might involve 
making posters and 
developing an action 
plan to fight bullying in the school – and always 
includes being champions of positive behaviour 
themselves. 

“Often when children bully, there is a problem at 
home. They copy behaviour they see from their 
parents or in their community. So we need to 
find out what is behind the bullying and try to 
address that,” explains UNICEF Child Protection 
Officer, Naning Julianingsih. 

“We encourage facilitators to listen to the 
children, find out what the reason is for the 
bullying and discuss how to deal with it.”
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ENSURING 
THAT POLICIES 
PRIORITIZE 
CHILDREN 
One decision can affect millions of children – now and in the future. 
This is why UNICEF advocates for children’s rights to be at the centre 
of the development policy agenda: from village to national level.

Sophia (middle) is one of the thousands 
of children affected by the tsunami that 
struck Palu in 2018. A month after the 
tsunami, Sophia and her friends continued 
to study in a UNICEF school tent while 
the safety of their school building was 
assessed by a UNICEF team. A year after 
UNICEF’s emergency response in Palu, 
Sophia is back in school.

QUALITY DATA 
ON CHILDREN 
IS KEY TO 
STRENGTHENING 
CHILD-CENTERED 
DEVELOPMENT, 
PLANNING AND 
BUD GETING.

A
s one of the 
leading countries 
to take forward 
the Sustainable 
Development Goals, 

Indonesia has succeeded in 
advancing the Global Goals for 
children in alignment with its own 
country priorities. 

In 2019, Indonesia’s Ministry of 
Planning requested assistance 
from UNICEF to organize a child-
focused event as part of a High-
Level Political Forum on the Global 
Goals at the United Nations, 
where new research on drivers of 
progress was presented to speed 
up progress at country level. 

Also related to the Global Goals 
was the launch of Indonesia’s 
Data Portal on the Sustainable 
Development Goals, which 

N
atural disasters are 
an unavoidable fact of 
life in Indonesia, since 
the country is located 
within the Pacific ‘Ring 

of Fire’: site of the majority of 
the world’s earthquakes. Children 
are most vulnerable to the 
results of disasters, which may 
include interrupted schooling, the 
absence of clean drinking water, 
water-borne illnesses, a shortage 
of food and threats to their safety, 
including trafficking.

Although the Government of 
Indonesia has a comprehensive 
disaster risk reduction and 
management system, the recent 
disasters in Lombok and Central 
Sulawesi highlighted the need to 
further strengthen the capacity 
of national and sub-national 
stakeholders. One of the ways 

EMERGENCIES:
BUILDING RESILIENCE 
AND READINESS

in which UNICEF has supported 
the government, in particular the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, is by 
reviewing the overarching policy 
and guidance on social assistance 
for disaster-affected people.

In 2019, UNICEF emergency 
support reached more than 27 
000 children and adolescents with 
psychosocial support and ensured 
that 6 200 families – including 
13 500 children – received cash-
based assistance following the 
West Nusa Tenggara and Central 
Sulawesi. In addition, UNICEF 
helped 12 000 children to receive 
new birth certificates and provided 
infant and young child feeding 
counselling to 50 000 pregnant 
mothers and caregivers.

Disruptions to schooling are 
an inevitable consequence of 

Students leave a UNICEF tent after 
class finishes at TK Negeri Pembina 
Marawola in Sigi, Central Sulawesi. 

disasters, with buildings damaged 
and educational materials 
damaged or destroyed; and 
UNICEF completed a structural 
assessment of 1 200 school 
buildings. An innovative financing 
model for community-based water 
and sanitation facilities, which 
benefitted 20 000 people, was 
also developed.

RECOVERY 
In 2019, UNICEF’s emergency 
programme transitioned to 
recovery, with a focus on systems 
strengthening and ways to build 
back better, all while supporting 
the government with a review 
of its overarching policy and 
guidance on social assistance for 
disaster-affected people. 

Emergency preparedness and 
risk reduction must also consider 
the effects of environmental 
degradation and climate 
change, given that this is likely 
to exacerbate the severity and 
frequency of natural disasters. 
Indonesia and its children face 
some of the most dire risks 
related to climate change, yet the 
country remains one of the top 10 
emitters of greenhouse gases.
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gathers data from different 
governmental sources and makes 
it accessible to policy makers 
and the public. The portal paints 
a comprehensive picture of 
Indonesia’s status – by province 
and ultimately, by district – with 
the aim of bringing the goals to 
life. 

STRONG DATA FOR 
STRENGTHENED SYSTEMS
Quality data on children is key 
to strengthening child-centered 
development, planning and 
budgeting by government at all 
levels, which is why UNICEF 
continues to collaborate closely 

with the national statistical office 
on strengthening the quality, 
analysis and use of child-related 
data. 

UNICEF’s collaboration on data 
analysis in 2019 led to improved 
data quality on parenting, 
early childhood development, 
breastfeeding and other key 
indicators that will help track 
progress towards reducing the 
high rate of stunting in Indonesia.

Through these efforts, national 
and subnational authorities can 
identify links between local level 
social spending and outcomes 
in health, nutrition, education 
and child protection services.  
As importantly, this enables 
authorities to assess how to 
best strengthen the connection 
between local-level planning, 
budgeting and essential service 
delivery – as well as generate 
evidence to guide policy 
implementation.

UNICEF supports social 
protection system strengthening 
in Indonesia, piloting the use 
of unconditional universal child 
grants at the subnational level. In 
2019, the Sabang district in Aceh 
committed to providing such a 
grant for children up to the age 
of six years; and the first transfer 
to families was made in October 
2019. 

During an event marking 
World Children’s Day 
in Surakarta, Central 
Java on 19 November 
2019, children and young 
people called for greater 
child representation 
at all levels of policy 
and decision-making in 
Indonesia.

CHILD-FRIENDLY FINANCE
Last year, the Indonesia Global 
Compact Network supported 
UNDP and UNICEF’s joint 
dialogue on child poverty, which 
included a Multidimensional 
Poverty Index. Hosted by the 
Jakarta Stock Exchange, it was 
the first time that these issues 
were discussed in the private 
sector domain.

To better anticipate the economic 
and social impact of fiscal 
policies and social protection 
programmes, UNICEF provided 
technical support to the Ministry 
of Finance to develop a tax-benefit 
microsimulation model that allows 
the ministry to better anticipate 
the economic and social impact of 
fiscal policies and social protection 
programmes. This will greatly 
contribute to child-sensitivity 
during the budgeting process. 

UNICEF also supported the 
development of child-responsive 
village planning and budgeting 
guidelines. UNICEF’s technical 
support to the Ministry of Villages 
resulted in children’s needs 
being directly addressed through 
ministerial decrees on village 
fund utilization priorities for 2020, 
benefitting children in 75 000 
villages.

Cash transfers help rebuild 
lives in Lombok

Cash transfers are helping families with their 
recovery from the 2018 earthquakes that left 563 
people dead and displaced more than 130 000 
households.

A 
blue plastic tarpaulin covers 
the dirt floor of Nuraini’s home, 
where chickens roam freely 
next to a single bamboo bed. 
The emergency shelter, home to 

Nuraini, her husband and four children, was 
meant to be temporary ... but one year on, 
the family still hasn’t been able to return to 
their home in Senaru. Nestled at the foot of 
the Mount Rinjani volcano in North Lombok, 
Senaru was hardest hit by the earthquakes and 
is still piecing itself back together. 

Despite the tough living conditions, Nuraini 
makes the best of what she has. Nuraini’s 
husband, a driver, has not been able to find 
steady work since the earthquake – which is 
why the monthly cash transfers she’s received 
with support from UNICEF have helped to 
address the family’s immediate needs.

A HAND UP, NOT A HANDOUT
In the face of social and economic disruption, 
cash transfers provide a quick, empowering 
means of humanitarian help and give disaster-
affected families the dignity to choose what 
they need to spend the money on, based on 
their own needs.

“We felt that the beneficiaries may have had 
different financial constraints that we were 
not aware of, so they would know better 
than us how they should spend the money,” 
said UNICEF Chief of Social Policy Fernando 
Carrera. 

Several weeks after registering for the 
programme, Nuraini received a direct cash 

grant of 1,800,000 rupiah, or 125 dollars, 
without any strings attached. She immediately 
used the money to buy enough food to last for 
over a month and paid off the debt that they 
had accrued to buy food on credit.

In the following months, she received two 
additional transfers, which she also used to 
buy food, and to cover the cost of sending 
her children to school. Public education in 
Indonesia is free but parents still have to pay 
for registration, uniforms and transport. 

REACHING OUT THROUGH KADERS
To help identify and inform eligible families of 
the programme, UNICEF worked with voluntary 
kaders (health workers) in each village.

Before delivering the cash assistance, UNICEF 
and its partners held outreach sessions – led 
by the kaders – who advised recipient families 
on ways they could use the money for their 
children. Aside from meeting basic needs, 
mothers were encouraged to consider using 
the money for long-term benefits.

In the face of social and economic 
disruption, cash transfers provide 
a quick, empowering means of 
humanitarian help.



Gifaril (right) with his siblings 
in front on their grandmother’s 
house in Palu, three months 
after an earthquake and tsunami 
devastated his town. In 2018 
and 2019, UNICEF provided 
more than 430 education tents 
and with school-in-a-box kits to 
help children go back to school.
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Children participate 
in an awareness 
campaign on early 
childhood development, 
which is part of the 
Holistic Integrative 
programme supported 
by BCA in West Papua.

UNICEF’s Child 
Safeguarding Toolkit 
for Business guides 
companies through 
a six-step process 
to assess their 
safeguarding risks 
and developing a 
child safeguarding 
programme.

Representatives from Prudential, Supiori District and UNICEF 
commemorate National Children's Day by launching the 
Early Grade Literacy programme in July 2019.

Handover of the fundraising 
initiative by Hutchison 3 
Indonesia (Tri) for children 
affected by the earthquake and 
tsunami in Central Sulawesi.

PARTNERS IN 
PROMOTING 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

It’s the power of partnerships – with government, 
civil society, academia, young people – and the 
corporate sector – that enables UNICEF to keep 
achieving results for children.

U
NICEF Indonesia is proud to be associated 
with leading companies that support child 
well-being in Indonesian through their 
investment in UNICEF’s work.

Together with Prudential Indonesia, 
UNICEF launched an Early Grade Literacy programme 
in Supiori, Papua in July 2019. With the goal of 
addressing low literacy rates in Indonesia, Prudential 
committed to funding the Early Grade Literacy 
programme for three years – and is also working with 
UNICEF to incorporate a financial literacy component 
into this programme.

BCA, UNICEF Indonesia’s longest-standing business 
partner, has been supporting UNICEF since 2000 and 
continues to make a lasting difference through its 

ongoing commitment to early childhood development. 
BCA is funding the third year of the Holistic Early 
Childhood Development programme in West Papua.

Inviting its customers to donate part of their online 
purchase of data to help UNICEF’s emergency 
response to the Central Sulawesi disaster, Telcom 
provider Hutchison 3 Indonesia raised more than 
IDR 1.5 billion in much-needed emergency funding for 
UNICEF.

Softex is supporting UNICEF Indonesia’s work on 
health and hygiene in Papua, West Papua, NTT and 
Sulawesi by donating Rp. 150 of every sale of their 
Daun Sirih and Comfort Slim ranges during a six-
month campaign. 

In addition to supporting UNICEF Indonesia’s WASH 
4 Work initiative, the Round Table for Sustainable 
Palm Oil is promoting UNICEF’s Child Safeguarding 
Policy to its members.

BAZNAS has signed an agreement with UNICEF 
to promote the use of Zakat funds for the benefit 
of children, by allocating them to local initiatives 
that improve water and sanitation facilities in 
communities, as well as promoting the Global Muslim 
Philanthropy Fund for Children, in collaboration with 
the Islamic Development Bank.

Angkasa Pura Airports I and Angkasa Pura Airports 
II provided free space for UNICEF promotion booths 
in Bali, Jakarta, and Surabaya, resulting in UNICEF 
being able to recruit 1,450 new monthly pledge 

supporters. Plaza Senayan has donated a kiosk, 
to enable UNICEF to showcase its activities for 
children and invite interested customers to sign up as 
Pendekar Anak.

In 2019, UNICEF also laid the foundations for private 
sector engagement in disaster risk reduction and 
emergency preparedness at an event in Jakarta 
bringing together various partners.  This initiative 
leverages corporate platforms and partnerships – 
specifically their assets, expertise and market-based 
solutions – towards humanitarian and disaster risk 
reduction goals.

“READING IS THE BRIDGE TO 
KNOWLEDGE. PRUDENTIAL 
STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT OUR 
COLLABORATION WITH UNICEF 
THROUGH THE EARLY GRADE 
LITERACY PROGRAMME IN THE 
SUPIORI DISTRICT IN PAPUA IS 
THE BRIDGE TO EMPOWER THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY TO SOLVE ITS 
SOCIAL CHALLENGES – REACHING 
THOSE WHO NEED IT MOST.”

Nini Sumohandoyo 
Sharia, Government Relations & Community 
Investment Director 
Prudential Indonesia
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This study aims 
to identify the 
skills currently 
being acquired by 
adolescents versus the 
skills they will need to 

maximise their potential in the future 
economy, as outlined by the private 
sector, the government, educators – 
and adolescents themselves. 

Australia
Indonesia
Japan
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Sweden
The United Kingdom
USA USAID OFDA
USA USAID

“I heard about UNICEF from 
my teacher. He said UNICEF is 
a trusted organization because 
their objective is clear. Since 
then, I donate to UNICEF every 
month. It’s not much really, but 
what matters is the willingness 
to give, not the value of 
money.”
Sutedja Kusumawidjaja, 
monthly donor since 2013 

“I am delighted to join UNICEF. 
When one of UNICEF’s staff 
explained to me about their 
programmes, I was surprised to 
know that in this country there are 
still many children not getting an 
education. With this programme, I 
hope every child in Indonesia can 
fulfill their rights to quality education.”
Latifah Rahmiat, monthly donor 
since 2019

Individuals
Private sector
      PT Hutchison 3 Indonesia 
      PT Prudential Life Assurance 
      PT Bank Central Asia Tbk

Notes
Donations made in IDR are shown in USD based on UN Exchange.
Rate as of 31 December 2019 in Revenue Expenditure Report 2019.

8 516 257
879 987

UNAIDS
UNOCHA
UNFPA 
GAVI The Vaccine Alliance
UNICEF-United Arab Emirates
UNICEF-Saudi Arabia

Education Cannot Wait Fund
The Alexander Bodini Foundation

Through an in-depth analysis of existing data and 
engagement with key stakeholders, this research 
aims to provide a comprehensive overview of 
the situation of children in Indonesia.

This report assesses 
the situation of 
Indonesia’s health 
sector and recommends appropriate policies and 
programmes for the next five years and beyond. 

This brochure reframes 
the challenge to meet the 
Sustainable Development 

Goals related to water, sanitation and hygiene 
and provides recommendations for accelerating 
Indonesia’s efforts.

This research investigates the reasons for the low 
coverage and performance of a community-based 
programme for the management of acute malnutrition 
in Kupang district, Indonesia.

Publications

Skills 
for the 
Future

Governments

Global UNICEF Resources

Funds raised

Programme Utilization

Others

Funds and Foundations

USD 4 201 016

USD 11 685 372

Australian Committee for UNICEF
Belgian Committee for UNICEF
Canadian UNICEF Committee
Danish Committee for UNICEF
Finnish Committee for UNICEF
German Committee for UNICEF
Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
Japan Committee for UNICEF
Netherlands Committee for UNICEF
New Zealand Committee for UNICEF
Spanish Committee for UNICEF
Swedish Committee for UNICEF
Swiss Committee for UNICEF
United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF
United States Fund for UNICEF

National Committees USD 11 690 562

USD  9 396 245

 USD 2 752 948

USD  341 926

The State of 
Children in 
Indonesia

Indonesia 
Health 
Sector 
Review 2018 

A Call to Action 
to Reach the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals in 
Indonesia

Community engagement to 
manage acute malnutrition 
in Kupang district, Indonesia

Thank you
We thank our donors for their generous support in 2019.

Spotlight on two monthly donors

Cross-Sectoral

Child Survival 
& Development 
(Health, Nutrition, 
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For more than 70 years, child rights have been at the heart of the strong 
partnership between the Government of Indonesia and UNICEF. UNICEF’s 
work in Indonesia is driven by the ultimate aim of ensuring that every 
child, especially the most vulnerable, has a fair, equitable start in life. 
This means that all girls and boys – regardless of location, family income 
or disability – ought to enjoy equal access to quality services and an 
equal chance of developing to their full potential.

On the ground or within the corridors of ministries, UNICEF’s work in 
Indonesia encompasses technical, practical guidance for government 
agencies in child-centered planning as well as high-level policy advice 
and advocacy efforts for equitable access to essential services for 
Indonesia’s 80 million children.

Assessing challenges and exploring solutions, together with local 
government, civil society partners, the private sector – and children and 
young people themselves – UNICEF helps to ensure that programmes for 
children are both suitable and sustainable.

In addition to its headquarters in Jakarta, UNICEF’s seven field locations 
in East Java, Aceh, East Nusa Tenggara, South Sulawesi and Papua fulfil 
a key role in addressing both location-specific issues and service delivery 
deficits in rural, urban low- and middle-income communities. 

By supporting the government to put children first, UNICEF ensures that 
laws, policies and services secure every child’s right to health, protection 
and education.


